Genesis of the sweat:plasma urea concentration gradient.
Experiments with 14C-labeled urea in human volunteers show that urea is sequestered in the epidermis, where it turns over more slowly than in general body water. Sequestered urea, presumed to be concentrated through insensible evaporation of water, is the source of the excess urea found in sweat. Physiologic and clinical implications of the existence of this urea pool are discussed.